Canadian Cold War Primary Documents 
Unit 3: Canada 1948-1989
Culminating Unit Task
Purpose: Search for and evaluate primary documents from the Cold War era.

Objective:  First, select three Canadian primary documents from the Cold War era.  Next, give a critical evaluation of each source by briefly explaining their Origin, Purpose, Historical Value, and Historical Limitation.  Lastly, write a 200-250 word explanation of how one of your sources can be used to illuminate one of our course’s themes.
Possible Selections:  Newspaper articles, memoires, speeches, pictures, political cartoons, tv footage, radio broadcasts.  If it falls under the realm of primary document – it’s fair game.

Marking Rubric:
	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Application

Selection of sources shows effort and accuracy


	The sources provided are weak in terms of primary documents.  It takes a lot of explanation as to why some or any of the sources were selected.
	The sources provided are either all very closely linked or display little effort in research.  It is only clear how some of the sources are significant.
	The three sources provided show a variety of primary documents and all have obvious links to Canada’s historical context.
	The three sources clearly show a deep understanding to the impact of the Cold War in the Canadian context.

	Thinking/Inquiry

Sources value/ limitation

Link to events is evident

	The explanations are mostly accurate but overly simple.
The primary document has a correlation to the theme, but that’s where it ends.
	The explanations are simplistic but accurate.
The primary document is related to the theme but only simply links or adds to the theme
	The explanation of the sources is of good historical value

The primary document is confidently used to promote and defend a theme
	The explanation of the sources goes well beyond identifying simple strengths and weaknesses.

The primary document enriches a theme and cements its importance to the course

	Communication

Explain/defend your source’s relevance to one of the themes

	Source’s link to the theme is weak at best.  In order to defend the selection, much more explanation is needed.
	Source’s link to the theme is accurate but not strongly defended.  More effort to clearly explaining is needed.
	Source is properly linked to a theme and could be used as a legitimate source in an essay or research paper.
	Source’s link to a theme is accurate and clearly defines the relevance of the chosen theme in a Canadian historical context.


Source #1
Source Title and Date:
	Origin:

Purpose:

Historical Value:

Historical Limitation:




Source #2

Source Title and Date:
	Origin:

Purpose:

Historical Value:

Historical Limitation:




Source #3

Source Title and Date:
	Origin:

Purpose:

Historical Value:

Historical Limitation:




