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Section 1 (Introductory Paragraph)
A.  Background Information

August 14th, 1945, marked the end of a long struggle for freedom, democracy, and peace.  At the same time, it marked a change in the nature of war, and the dawn of a new era.  Truman’s controversial decision to drop the atomic bomb on Japan ended the Second World War and began the nuclear age.  Since the end of the war, Truman’s decision has been the subject of much controversy, largely due to the high civilian death toll that resulted from the bombardments.

B.  Controversial Question

Was the use of the atomic bomb against Japan justified?

C.  Thesis Statement

Truman’s decision to use the atomic bomb against Japan was justified by the historical context of the Second World War, Japan’s refusal to surrender, and the high death toll expected from an invasion of mainland Japan.

D.  3 Sub-Topics / Arguments  

1) The use of the atomic bomb was justified in the context of the Second World War.

2) Japan’s refusal to surrender made the use of the atomic bomb necessary in order to end the war.

3) The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki allowed America to avoid an invasion of mainland Japan.

Section  2 (Sub-Topic 1 Counter Argument)

A.  Introductory Sentence / Major Idea

The atomic bomb killed vast numbers of civilians in a horrific manner, making its use a crime against humanity.

B.  Evidence & Analysis

1) Almost 150,000 civilians were killed as a result of the bombardment of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
[1]
The most common opposition to the use of the atomic bomb is the argument that the high civilian death toll that resulted from the bombings made its use morally unjustified.

2) The Draft Rules of Aerial Warfare drafted in February 1923 state that: “Aerial bombardment is legitimate only when directed at a military objective, that is to say, an object of which the destruction or injury would constitute a distinct military advantage to the belligerent.”
[2]
The bombing of civilians is stated to be an illegitimate and illegal use of military power.

3) William D. Leahy, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff stated:  “My own feeling is that in being the first to use it, we had adopted an ethical standard common to barbarians of the Dark Ages.  I was not taught to make war in that fashion, and wars cannot be won by destroying women and children.”
[3]
It is argued that the use of the atomic bomb created a new meaning of total war, making its use unethical and immoral.

C.  Concluding Sentence 

Although the moral case against the use of the atomic bomb is a compelling one, it is essential to place the use of the atomic bombs in the context of the Second World War, where their use was not morally unjustified.

Section 3 (Sub-Topic 1)

A.  Introductory Sentence / Major Idea

The bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were justified in the historical context of the Second World War.

B.  Evidence & Analysis

1) “With the well-developed understanding that the productivity of a nation was directly connected with its ability to resist, and with the knowledge that particularly in Japan the pattern of productivity was spread widely among small private producers in urban communities, the rationale for mass bombing had been developed.  The distinction between civilian and military targets had approached a vanishing point as war became total.”
[4]
The bomb was dropped on an industrial city in order in order to destroy Japan’s war industries.  As the Second World War progressed, the world adopted a new morality, and civilian bombings became routine, and even an accepted practice.  

2) “The previously accepted and frequently used mass conventional bombings over Japan and Germany had caused a similar result.  They had merely been less efficient.”
[5]
3) During the battle of Britain over 146,777 civilians were killed or seriously injured.
[6]  The air-raids in Germany cost approximately 300,000 civilian lives, and injured almost 780,000 more.
[7]
4) “The most widely cited figures [casualties from the strategic air campaign on Japan] from the United States Strategic Bombing Survey are 333,000 dead and 472,000 wounded, including 120,000 from the atomic bombs.”
[8]
The destruction wrought by conventional bombings, a common practice during the Second World War, caused similar destruction and high death tolls.  During the war, every country used new technology to gain the upper hand.  Therefore, the bombardment of Hiroshima and Nagasaki represented a culmination in the destructiveness of aerial bombings, not a significant deviation from previous aerial bombing practices.

5) “Aerial bombardment inflicted civilian deaths in Japan measured in hundreds of thousands, but the direct and indirect effects of the blockade in China killed noncombatants by the millions, and the blockade against Japan aimed for the same ghastly results.” 
[9]
The devastating effects of the blockade and conventional bombardments would have produced high civilian casualties.  These options would have unnecessarily prolonged the war and the suffering of the Japanese people.  The use of the atomic bomb was no less moral than these horrific wartime practices.

6) “Nuclear weapons were to be used to save the Japanese nation and the Allied soldiers from the horrors that had been planned for them from conventional bombardment and invasion.”
[10]
The use of the atomic bomb made an invasion and continued conventional bombardment unnecessary, saving the lives of Japanese soldiers and civilians.

C.  Concluding Sentence 

The use of the atomic bomb was not morally unjustified in the context of the Second World War.


































