The Origins of Judaism

Abraham to Moses


Judaism

1. Origins

Begins around 2000 BC in the Arabian desert

People called Semites
Worshiped many gods – all related to the land

Abraham

· Born in Ur

· Became a tribal leader

· Changed the from polytheist to monotheist

· Put all of his faith in the god of the mountain (Very similar to Islam)

· Led his people to a new land – Canaan (1900 BC)

· Isaac and Jacob take over from father/grandfather

· Around 1800BC famine devastates Canaan

· The Israelites, or Hebrews, continue travels – end up in Egyptian land called Land of Goshen

· Egypt under lots of attacks – so they were quite tolerant of the newcomers

· About 1500 BC Egyptians master technique of chariot fighting and overthrow enemies

· Later Pharaoh Rameses II came to the thrown

· He had a passion for building – thus he needed manpower

· Hebrews enslaved and put to work

· Remain in bondage until 1300BC

Moses

· For the first time God is called Yahweh or Jehovah (Exodus 3:1-15)

Read Exodus (see handout)

The Exodus

· Various stories embellish this exciting period of history and make it difficult to know with certainty the exact sequence of events.


Facts


Moses went to the Pharaoh and demanded freedom for the Hebrews


Chaos did in fact happen throughout the land (what the chaos was is in debate)

· Aside from the Lord’s messages, it does seem conceivable that the Hebrews could have escaped at that time.

1) Pharaoh could not afford to send enough men to prevent the Exodus or escape

2) Pirates who were sailing up the Nile and destroying cities in their wake threatened Egypt from the north

3) Enemies from Libya were threatening from the West

* All of these could have easily distracted the Egyptian’s attention from a relatively small group of people leaving the country.

