Old WWII Essay Ideas
Proposed Essay Topics

1. Many historians claim that Hitler and the Nazis would never have come to power in Germany had the Treaty of Versailles not been formulated for the purpose of crushing Germany.  Find and explain the clauses of the Treaty as well as information on the German economy and politics between 1919 and 1932 that would support this claim.

2. The vast majority of the most loyal Nazis were not recruited from among the sadist within the German population.  The SS, S.A., H.J., and the organizers of the Final Solution were mostly recruited from among everyday, normal Germans.  How could it have been so easy to indoctrinate theses millions into the Nazi policy?  Examine the elements of Nazi policies as well as Nazi propaganda methods to gain a better understanding of the success of Nazi indoctrination.

3. The strategy of Blitzkrieg allowed Germany to conquer France in five weeks in May – June 1940, as well as allowing Germany to seemingly apply a stranglehold on the entire continent of Europe.  Research French defense strategies as well as German Blitzkrieg to explain how this was possible.

4. As opposed to the First World War, the Second World War was a war of movement, of spectacular victories and defeats, or fighting between different forms of technological know-how rather than hand-to-hand combats in the mud.  Explain this through research of new strategies and technologies developed during the thirties and early forties.

5. Adolph Hitler knew his enemies, France and England, very well.  Mostly, he knew that the leaders of these countries would allow him to get away with almost anything rather than risk a war against Germany.  This led to the Anglo-French policy of appeasement which not only allowed Hitler to build a small empire in central Europe without firing a shot, but also allowed him the time he needed to prepare his armed forces for war against the allies.

6. Germany should have won the Battle of Britain.  However, Goering’s personal vanity led him to believe that the Luftwaffe alone could crush England.  The same vanity led Hitler to believe that he had to abandon the original plan of the battle in order to avenge the R.A.F. bombing of Berlin by ordering the immediate destruction of London.  To make matters worse, the British advantage in radar technology allowed them to know - in advance - the time, place, and strength of nearly all German attacks.

7. Operation Barberossa demonstrates that Hitler’s personal interventions in the conduct of war against the USSR led his country to defeat.  His personal vanity led him to overestimate the capacity of his armies to surmount all obstacles.  This fault led him as well to underestimate the Red Army and also to refuse any form of strategic retreat. 

Possible Directional Statements formulated from the topics.

1. The various clauses of the Treaty of Versailles (I) pushed Germany toward financial ruin, (ii) put an end to any confidence the German people might have had in their newfound democratic system, and finally, (iii) allowed the creation of a multitude of political parties, thus facilitating the arrival in power of Hitler’s NSDAP.

2. It was easy to indoctrinate millions of average Germans because of (i) the Nazis’ vast use of propaganda, (ii) the promise of continual change to bring Germany to the forefront of European economics and politics, and (iii) rampant German nationalism.

3. Within weeks, Nazi Germany gained a seemingly permanent stranglehold on all of Europe.  This became possible because of three major reasons:(i) Thorough knowledge of static French defenses; (ii) German single point penetration of enemy lines and subsequent encirclement of enemy forces; as well, (iii) the quick German push toward the Channel ports allowing the seemingly permanent exclusion of British and American forces from the continent.

4. (i)The development of Blitzkrieg strategies, (ii) technological improvements in aviation, and radar technologies as well as (iii) improvements in armored vehicle technology brought about a total transformation of warfare between WWI and WWII.

5. Had it not been for appeasement, the world would likely have avoided a Second World War.  France and England could have (i) forced Hitler out of the Rhine land as of 1935. (ii) In turn, they could have forced Hitler to dismantle any part of his armed forces found to be in violation of the Treaty of Versailles.  As well, (iii) the allies could have reestablish the constitution of the Weimar republic, thereby forcing Hitler out of power.

6. A simple combination of (i) (ii) errors of personal vanity and (iii) of a disadvantage in radar technology lost the Battle of Britain for Germany.

7. Hitler’s personal vanity led to Germany’s defeat in the USSR. (i) He refused to even imagine that his armies might take more than five months to take the USSR’s great cities.  Later on, (ii) he refused to believe that the cold would seriously reduce the efficiency of his armies.  Finally, (iii) refusing to believe that the Red Army could ever beat a German army, he refused any form of strategic retreat.

