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Civics Summative Evaluation

Students in Motion

One of the major expectations of the Civics course is to foster active members in our community.  Therefore, for this course’s Summative Evaluation you are to participate in a civil action or project of interest to you and of importance to our community.

The scope of action that you can choose to take for this assignment is almost as limitless as are the areas that demand civic attention.  All that is asked is that you clearly articulate your personal sense of civic identity and purpose.

What are the major branches of Civic Action or Civic Project that can be considered?

I. Write a letter

II. Join/start a club/NGO

III. Organize/attend an event

How can I take an active approach to fulfilling the requirements of this evaluation?

· Attend a public hearing

· Plan a religious or cultural event

· Join a special interest group

· Write a letter to the editor

· Voice a concern to your city councillor, MPP, or MP with a letter

· Come up with a unique task that fulfills the idea of civic attention

What sorts of issues/topics can I undertake?

· Regional, federal, or global issues

· Organize a block party to clean up a community park

· Raise funds for a school/community group or project (i.e. Open Eyes)

· Partake in an open forum debate held at Ottawa University

· Attend the screening of an independent film at the National Archives

· Become an active member in one of our school’s many civic clubs (i.e. Amnesty International)

· Write a letter to the editor voicing a concern over the cancelling of AY Jackson’s basketball team

· Write to your city councillor about the light rail debate

· Write to your MPP about the lack of education funding

· Write to your MP about putting more funding into environmentally friendly industries

· Invite a guest speaker to talk to a class or even to talk during the lunch hour

It is not very often that school projects have implications beyond grades found on a report card.  

This is a wonderfully provocative opportunity to go beyond the walls of Longfields and do an evaluation that can have drastically larger implications than simply a mark for a grade 10 student.

Take this evaluation as an opportunity to learn more about an issue that prickles your curiosity or as a chance to apply yourself in an area that truly inspires you to take action.  This is the type of assignment that you will get out of it as much as you put in.
Due Date: The Absolute Latest Date for submission is (TBD)
Marking Rubric (this is the sheet you hand in)
Evaluation of your Summative can only be done if the following criteria have been met:

	
	Checkmark for completion

	Topic selected and approved by teacher
	

	Topic Research Checklist sheet completed and handed in
	

	Summative Evaluation Checklist sheet completed and handed in
	


	Criteria
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Knowledge/Understanding

Demonstrates understanding of a current civic issue (ie through an explanation of why the chosen issue is of concern)
	Demonstrates limited understanding of the issue
	Demonstrates some understanding of the issue
	Demonstrates considerable understanding of the issue
	Demonstrates a high degree of understanding of the issue

	Thinking/Inquiry

Demonstrates the ability to analyse critically two different perspectives on the chosen issue

Uses effective inquiry skills in identifying and clarifying both the issue and the potential solution
	Conducts critical analysis with limited ability

Uses inquiry skills with limited effectiveness. 
	Conducts critical analysis with some ability

Uses inquiry skills with some effectiveness. 
	Conducts critical analysis with considerable ability

Uses inquiry skills with considerable effectiveness. 
	Conducts critical analysis with a high degree of  ability

Uses inquiry skills with a high degree of effectiveness. 

	Application

Makes connections between personal concerns and community interest by proposing a realistic and reasonable solution that takes into account the effect on the community
	Makes connections with limited effectiveness
	Makes connections with some effectiveness
	Makes connections with considerable  effectiveness
	Makes connections with a high degree of  effectiveness

	Communication

Communicates effectively for the purpose, using clear and persuasive language and a tone that elicits a positive response


	Uses language, image and tone with limited effectiveness
	Uses language, image and tone with some effectiveness
	Uses language, image and tone with considerable effectiveness
	Uses language, image and tone with a high degree of effectiveness


Introduction and Organization of Research

	What is the issue/problem? (Include general statements, facts, and statistics if possible)



	Viewpoints on the issue/problem? (why should we care/not care)



	Viewpoint #1
	Viewpoint #2

	-

-

-

-


	-

-

-

-

	What has been done so far? (Identify some actions that have already been taken to address the issue or problem)



	What should be done? (Identify the sorts of actions that can be taken, and why you will take the route you intend to take)




Summative Evaluation Checklist

A) Topic Research Checklist

Before you complete your assignment, run through this self-evaluation and be sure to answer yes to all of the following criteria:

	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	Notes from research are organized and prepared for scrutiny
	
	

	Notes are not just cut & pasted, but are in my own words
	
	

	Sufficient research has been collected for each area of concern
	
	

	I have important and detailed research including hard facts (dates, numbers, etc...)
	
	

	Sources are recent
	
	

	Sources are reliable
	
	

	Sources represent more than just one viewpoint
	
	

	Bibliographic information is collected and recorded
	
	


B) Summative Completion Checklist

Before you hand in your final product, you must be able to answer yes to both of the following questions:

	Criteria
	Yes
	No

	I have reread what the expectations are for the Summative
	
	

	I have all of the requirements for the Summative Evaluation complete
	
	


Appendix A

Template for a Letter

Date

Recipient’s Name - position(ie mayor, MP, health inspector ... Mayor Larry O’Brien, Hon. John Baird – Minister of Transport and Infrastructure, ....)
Salutation (Dear Sir/Madame/Mr. O’Brien)
Paragraph #1

Explain why you are writing the letter.  This should only be a maximum of 2-3 sentences.  The purpose is to grab the reader’s attention and lay out what you plan on discussing.

Paragraph #2

Explain what you know/perceive about the problem.

Explain that you understand that there are other viewpoints regarding your issue.

Demonstrate your understanding by briefly outlining the other side’s argument.

Paragraph #3

Outline your solution to the issue.

Explain why it is a good solution.

Finish by politely requesting action.

Sincerely,

Your name here

Your address

Appendix B

Joining an Organization/NGO?

Attending a Lecture, Rally, or Important Film Screening?

If you decide to join any sort of organization, you will be required to:

1. write a one-page summary of your experience

2. attend a minimum of three meetings/assemblies/gatherings by the group

3. have the head of the group sign the bottom of this form

Explanation:

1. Write Up

In a maximum of 2 pages, briefly tell why you chose to join your selected group, what you did, and how your participation was of value to the group and/or to you .
2. Get involved

After you choose an organization for affiliation, you must do some work with that group.  Your involvement can range from attending meetings, stuffing envelopes for a fund raiser, photocopying in an office, assisting with the organizing of an event, ..... If you are attending a lecture or rally, you obviously only have to go to the one event.

3. Verification Signature

Once you have met the criteria of your involvement, have the appropriate individual fill in the information found at the bottom of this sheet.  If you are unaware of who should sign your form, ask your teacher.

In addition, it would be beneficial to attach any handouts/reading material/forms/tickets/stubs that you gathered during your involvement.

I affirm that the student in question has been an active member of our organization.  He/she has attended/volunteered for a minimum of three meetings/assemblies/gatherings.  I can furthermore verify that he/she has taken an active role within the group, and in all likeliness, is walking away from this experience as a more informed citizen.

	
	
	

	Student’s Name
	
	Date

	
	
	

	Organization
	
	Leader/Advisor’s Name (please print)

	
	
	

	Position/Title


	
	Signature



	Contact Number
	
	Date


Appendix C

Public Display

The school has a number of display cases and bulletin boards that can be used to educate the LDH community.  If you would like to take this route, consider the following:

1. Ask your teacher or the main office who is in charge of the particular display case/bulletin board that you are interested in using.

2. Gather an appropriate amount of visuals to accommodate the size of your display

3. Consider how much text is needed to convey your message without taking away from the appearance of the display

4. Is the display attractive?

5. How do I catch someone’s attention

6. How do I rely on keeping someone’s attention throughout the display?

